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- Surgery, radiowave style

A SURGICAL TOOL that uses radio frequency
~ promises less trauma and shorter recovery
" time for a variety of new procedures com-
- pared with tradltlonal and laser surgery.
' - g HOW IT WORKS: With
_the coblation technique,
radiofrequency combined
| with a saline solution
produces an energy field
that is used to disintegrate the -molecular
bonds that hold tissue together. Unlike
" lasers and conventional ‘radiofrequency
~ devices that cut via heat, coblation stays
. cool. First used by the Food and Drug
* Administration in 1995 and patented
. in 1997 by Sunnyvale, Calif-based
. ArthroCare Corporation, the technique
just earned FDA approval for urologic
" and gynecologic applications. So far, it
* has been used in nearly 2 million pro-
- cedures from arthroscopic surgery to ton-
“ sillectomies. What's next: Heart care
| such as valve replacement bypass and
open heart surgery. “It is more precise
" than anything else,” says Mike Baker,
~ the firm's president and CEO.New York
~ dermatologist David J. Goldberg says /8
patients undergoing cosmetic pro-
cedures heal faster and have less
redness than with laser pro-
cedures /

,"

s Iasers and electrosurgical -
"devices they replace. /
For more info, visit
arthrocare.com. ‘
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